
We le ft no kerne l unpop ped in our search for crispy, light sto ve to p popcorn . 

BY NIC K I V ERS O N 

SURE IT' S E/, SY to rn.ikc, h ut m icrowave 

p o pcorn ,',111 be grc:: .ls: ', salrv, an d tid l o( 

unpo pped kernels .i t t he bo t to m of t he 

bag , I f'v ou tJ'I' to compensate hy p o p ­

p in g it lo nger, irs e;]s:' to bu rn . T hen 

t here 's the " art itic i.il butt er flavor," 
wh ich can 't hold .1 cand le to n:.l l but te r. 

If micro wave po pcorn is wb.u yo u 'n : 
beco me .iccusrorncd [ 0, \ 'OU owe it to 

yo u r- c lfro revisit t he gl'n uin c artic le: 

stO\'elOp po pcorn , 
T he rest kitchen Iu s ck \ c lo ped ,111 

c.isv, ti )( ilp ro o f srovcr o p method Iiir 
popco rn, It sta rts wi rb hC\l t ing th ree ker­

nel s in \'egeLlb lt: o il in a medi um s.uu c­

pa n , W hen the rest kc:rm'h po p , \ 'OU 

kn ow th e o il is ho t e nough- bu t don 't 

d u m p i ll th e: res t o f the ke rn e ls ye t. Pul l 

t ill' 1"111 o tTth e hear firvt : then pou r i ll 
the kcrnc l-: ,1I1d In t he m - rt , covere d .m d 

undisturbed , t( ,r 30 seco llds be fore put ­

ring th e p,m ha ck O il lh c' bu rn e r. lh is 

resl ing period prchc.u s the 1',1 1\' popco rn 
so tha t it pops qu icklv .md evcnlv, w ith 
,I m ini m u m o funp oppcd kernels, Idwn 
return ed to t hc hc,i r. 

T here \ no need to sha ke' th e pan ; 

juvr keep the lid sltg h th' .uar .md wait fo r 
the ~) OPp i llg to slo\\ to ,lbo Ul 2 seco llcb 
betwee n po ps, '1'h.lt \ it. No\\' I'O U have 

lig h t , c rispv po pc o rn III th e S,I111<' f(-'W 

rni n u rcs th .ir it ta ke- to make th e rnuch ­

in fe rio r m i, ro \1,11'<' v.m crv. 

You c.m, o fco urse , <rmplv tl"S th e 
popcorn \\ ilh m el ted bu tter .llld xalr 
.1I1 d sct tl,: in to vo ur cou ch to w.irch ,1 

movie . Hu t ilvourc Iikc m e , vo u m ig hr 

wa n t so me 11.l \'Or v.m.itio n- to keep It 
interest ing . A. r.uich \ ' n S \()ll ll.ivo rcd 
w ith b u t rc rrn ilk , on ion , .i nd g arli c 

po wd e rs .1Ild lre sh hc rl», I ;' pe r fect to r ,1 

\1'cvtc rn . Ci Iln .11110n , m.iir 11()\\'d er , .1Il d 

b rown ,ugar provide .1 S\\ cc r twist [( )J' 

t h .i r ro m.i n t ic co mcd v A combinauon 

of P,m llc ;';11l cheese .1I1d black peppn 
i, ,1 g rc:.ll m arch to r vou r t,1\'o rilC 1ll,1Ii., 
Ilrck. A nd Sn r.icha ( ,A.si.u l ch ili-g arl ic 

,' .\lI C': ) and lim c' zc"t g i\'e rh c POl1Coril 

Melled butler is just lor starters , 

,1 sp in' kick fi r fo r .111 .ict iou-p.u kcd 
III ,1ru ,1I arts movi e . 

BUTTERED POPCORN Makes 14cups 

You d on' l need to sha ke the pan as the 

corn po ps 

3 tablespoons vegetable oil 

'10 cup popcorn kernel s 

2 tablespoons unsalted buHer, melted 

'14 teaspoon salt 

1, H e.it o il .ind 3 ke rnels in l.uge 

' ,ll ICC'P ,lll over m edi um -h igh hear unnl 

kerne l . POi), Remove p ;1I1 trom hea t , .idd 
re m aining kc rn e lv, co ver, and le t sit to r 

30 .sc( o lld" 

TEST KITCHEN TECHNIQUE Le a ve lid Ajar 
With our metho d , you d on ' t ha ve to sha ke Ihe 

p a n stea dily - or a t o il- while the corn p ops, 

Bu t d o keep the lid slig htly a jar so Ihe stea m , 

b u t no t the po p ping kerne ls, can esc ope, 

g ua ra nleeing cr isp y, lig ht popcorn , 

CRACK THE liD 
A key to perfect popcorn , 

.---'- - - -- - ­

2 , Retu rn P;lll to m edi u m -hig h hear. 
C on n nuc [ 0 co ok with lid slig hrl\' ajar 

umil popp iug slO\I -' to abo u c 2 , cu lIlds 

lxt" cc n po ps, T ransfe r l'OIK(1rI1 to 

l.l!' g;l' [,0\1,1 Ad d mel te d b u tte r .m d tos, 

to coa t popcorn , Ad d ),11r and ro ss to 

co III bm c . Se n c . 

BUTTERMI LK RANCH POPCOR N 

Add J tab lespoo n b u tterm ilk po wder, 

I tablesp o o n cho pped fresh cil.m t ro , 

2 (c.\SPOOIlS d ried d ill , 1/ 4 teaspo o n ;,';'lrl ic 
powder, and 1/4 (l'.ISpOOIl on io n p Oll dcr 

to -alr 

CINNAMON -MALT POPCORN 

Ad d 2 tablespoo ns m alt ed milk powder , 

2 t~l bkspoo l1 s pac ked b rOl\'ll sllg.l r, .md 
1 le ,lspo o ll g ro u nd o 1111 .1 IIIon to , .l lt. 

PARMESAN -PEPPER POPCORN 
Ad d 112 Clip g rarcd Parn lt's,\Il ;1I1d 

2 tc aspo om pcp per W s.11 t. 

SRIRACHA -liME POPCORN 

Ad d I'll (ea spoolls Srir'K h.l ,alK e to 

Illl' lte d b u rter. Ad d I (c·.ISPOOI1 g r,Hed 

lime 7.c,r to :d t. 




